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Thursday 30" April 2026
Dear Parents & Carers,

May is arriving already and we are delighted to have experienced some nicer weather over the last couple of weeks —
hopefully that means we will have a successful Sports Day when it arrives!

Bank Holiday — Monday 4" May 2026
School will be closed on Monday 4" May 2026 due to the bank holiday. We will reopen at the normal time on Tuesday
5% May 2026.

Sports Day & Wellbeing Week

A reminder that Wellbeing Week takes place during the week commencing Monday 18™ May and we are asking that
children come to school all week in suitable sportswear - PE kits are ideal! Wednesday 20" May 2026 will be our
Sports Day afternoon, starting at 12.30pm for children in Reception — Year 6. You should have already received an
email containing details of how Sports Day works and the children often like to dress in sports clothing with items or
accessories that match their colour team. Outdoor Classroom Day will also be during Wellbeing Week on Thursday 21°
May 2026 so the children will need to be prepared to spend time outdoors during the day.

Sports Day lunch

On Sports Day, we will be having a school packed lunch in order to be able to start the afternoon session at a slightly
earlier time. If you would prefer to send a packed lunch from home on this day, please let us know by Friday 15*" May
2026.

Year 6 Bike ability sessions

Year 6 will be participating in their Bike ability sessions with Cycle Wise during the week commencing Monday 29t
June 2026. Unfortunately, this coincides with the secondary school transition days but we will take this into
consideration when arranging the week’s timetable to ensure that nobody misses out as the children work in small
groups. The sessions usually start with an activity on the school playground completing a range of manoeuvres,
including checking that the children are able to signal and stay safe when cycling. The instructors will then assess if the
children are ready and safe enough to participate in the additional sessions along the road in the village. Year 6
parents will have received information via email about how to login to the Bike ability portal and share information
about your child’s cycling ability. The children will need their own bike and helmet and these can be left in school
overnight so as they don’t have to take them backwards and forwards each day. If you have any difficulty sourcing a
bike for your child, please do let us know and we can help support you with this.

Ice creams for sale — Friday 1°* May 2026 (and onwards!)

One of our pupils is currently raising money in order to be able to attend an international trip to Belgium in Spring
2027 and will be selling ice lollies at the end of the school day on the school field. Lollies will be priced at
approximately £1 per lolly and a proportion of the overall profits will also be donated to our school PTA. The lollies will
be available each Friday until the half term holiday.

Wednesday menu changes

A reminder that | wrote prior to the Easter holidays regarding a menu change for our Wednesday options. Following a
School Council vote, the menus have been altered to reflect the children’s choices. The menus have been updated and
are available on our school website under PARENTS — SCHOOL MEALS. Next week, we will be on Week 2 of the school
menus.
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Jumpers & cardigans

With the nicer weather appearing, the children often like to remove their cardigans and jumpers, particularly when
they are outside on the field. It would be extremely helpful if all items were labelled clearly with your child’s name so
as we can ensure the correct items are returned at the end of a session.

Change to Year 6 PE session
Next week, Year 6 will have their PE sessions on Wednesday 6™ and Thursday 7*" May 2026 (the Thursday replaces
their normal Monday session). The PE days will return to normal for the following week.

Year 3&4 Forest School session with Miss Kendall - Tuesday 19*" May 2026

Year 3 & 4 will be participating in a Forest School Day with Miss Kendall during our Wellbeing Week. They will need to
be dressed to be outside for the majority of the day (regardless of the weather!) so will need weather appropriate
clothing along with a change of footwear. Sun cream and sun hats may also be required!

Attendance & holiday requests

As the summer months arrive, | am often approached with requests for children to be absent from school due to
holidays. As has been mentioned previously in newsletters, the government expectations regarding school attendance
mean that | am only able to authorise absences in very exceptional circumstances and term time holidays are not able
to fall into this category. For any holiday absences, | do need to issue a formal letter indicating that the absence is
unauthorised and that school is duty bound to follow the national guidelines. We do have an attendance officer
assigned to the school and, should any absences meet the criteria for a fixed term penalty notice, the attendance
officer will contact you directly once the absence has occurred.

Dates for the diary:

Monday 4" May 2026 — School closed for May bank holiday

Thursday 7*" May 2026 — Year 2 trip to Carlisle Castle

Monday 11t — Thursday 14" May 2026 — Year 6 SATs week

Friday 15t May 2026 — Year 6 trip to Keswick Mountain Festival

Monday 18t — Friday 22" May 2026 — Wellbeing Week (PE kits / sportswear all week)

Monday 18t & Tuesday 19*" May 2026 — Reception ‘Pedal & Scoot’ sessions

Tuesday 19" May 2026 — Year 3&4 Forest School session with Miss Kendall

Wednesday 20" May 2026 — Sports Day

Thursday 21 May 2026 — Outdoor Classroom Day

Friday 22" May 2026 — Year 1&2 fun session at Woggle Goggle Swimming Pool & Activity Centre (more information to
follow)

Friday 22" May 2026 — Last day of term

Monday 1** June 2026 — School reopens

Wednesday 3" June 2026 — Sports Day reserve date

Tuesday 9% June 2026 — Year 6 transition workshop with NISCU

Wednesday 10" June 2026 — Class photographs with school photographer

Tuesday 16" June 2026 — Whole School Project Day (non uniform / team colours welcome)

Monday 22" June 2026 — Year 5 trip to Caldew School

Tuesday 23™ June 2026 — Year 6 Leaver’s Service at Carlisle Cathedral (children only)

Thursday 25" June 2026 — Year 3&4 problem solving evening and Year 4 sleepover

Friday 26" June 2026 — PTA Colour Run

Monday 29 June 2026 — Whole school ‘moving up’ day

Wednesday 8" July 2026 — Year 6 Leaver’s play

Wednesday 15 July 2026 — Year 6 Leaver’s service at St Mary’s Church (Y6 families welcome) at 9.15am
Wednesday 15 July 2026 — PTA school discos (N-Y2 during school time, Y3&4 at 3.30-4.30 and Y5&6 at 5.00-6.00)
Thursday 16" July 2026 — Toy Day

Friday 17" July 2026 — School closes for Summer Holiday

Friday 17" July 2026 — Year 6 Leaver’s farewell at 3.30pm (Y6 families welcome)

Yours sincerely,

Mrs A Harvey
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